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Collins Radios At Work!

by Tom Hauskins, AAOLF

This is the firstin a series of articles written
by CCA members. The focus of this column is
to allow members to share their stories of
how they worked with Collins radios outside
of the Amateur Radio Service, such as in the
military, commercial, aviation, or space
arenas. If you have a story about how you
worked with Collins gear, please submit it to
me! Enjoy! 73, Floyd 500, WBRO

| was assigned to Air Forces lcelond on
Keflavik Moval base. Keflovic Noval Station
was an Army Air Force Base back in the
19505, and was given to the Navy. When |
was there in 1977, | was attached to the Air
Force squodron assigned to the base, which,
at that time, was colled Air Forces leeland. |
worked in the Special Purpose Vehicle
Maintenance Shop repairing aircraft towing
tractars and deicers in support of the 57th
Interceptor Fighter Squadron. This squadren
scrambled F-4 jefs to chase Russian MIGs
back fo their airspace. Of course, our planes
sametimes accidentally wandered inte
Russian oirspace, and we were chased back
into our airspoce. | know, you are thinking,
"What does this have to do with Collins
radios2"

During my high schoal years wes an avid
CBer. | even brought a Johnson Viking 5-
channel tube-type CB with me o leeland. The
problem was the radic | brought was 11 meter
AM, and the European countries, including
lceland, used 11 meter FM. | did not have o
license to transmit, but when the band was
open it worked well. | even heard stations in
the States. With not much to do after work and
on weekends, | starfed walking around the

base and noticed a building with a 40 to 50

CollinsRadios AtWark ...
S-line CabinetRemoval ..............ccoo .. 1
NetMNewsFall 2003 ... ... 2
CrilheWorkbench o e 2
MNew 755-3Receiver .3
CollforAmicdes ... i £
Feloffeni ¥, Yoy CCte e 4

foot tower and a log periedic beam on fop of
it. | inquired what this building was and feund
out it was the Base MARS station. It was only
open from noon to about 1 PM to send and
receive messages. | gotto know the operator,
Dave, K45AK, and started showing up of noon
te help with the messages. Wewould gotothe
USO, pick up completed message forms, and
type them onfo a i&|&1}fp-e tope for sending to
MAV in Washington, DC. The radios used
were g Collins 3251 and 7551. As time went
on, | started stopping by the USC and geing
ta the station to send and receive MEssoges on
my owrn. Alter working ot the MARS station for
a while, Dave gave me the code and written
tests for my Novice license. That was back in
the days when only one General or higher
class ham was required to administer the
tests.

Anyway, | was reassigned. Iceland, for
me, was a one-year remote assignment, and
from there | wentto Hill AFB, Utah. Still working
as a Special Purpose Yehicle repairman, and
being assigned to the MARS Base Support
Team to assist in command communications
during contingencies, | requested special duty
through the base communications squadron to
recpen the base MARS station, AGASHI. |t
was amess, Radios did notwork and antennas
were falling opart. | repaired the three KW-
24's and 30L-1's, climbed 90 foct towers, and
repaired dipoles. Later, when the Titan missile
facility in Green Valley, Utah was
disassembled, we were able to get o conirol
console in which to install the rodios. The
radios were now gefting regular maintenance
ond performed without o problem. We had
regular militory exercises in which we set up
an HF station in a mountain command post
and sent coded messages back and forth. We
alsa continued sending and receiving the
morale and welfare messoges, Often, | assisted
the Rockwell MARS siation in Anaheim,
AGASRl, with phone paiches to and from
Korea during holidays so their operators could
sty home. | got my General license after
leaving Hill AFB, Utah. Now [ wish | had dene
more hamming. We had a log periedic at Hill
AFB and a Rull-wave Rhombic. The Rhombic
worked great, but | kept forgetfing not fo use
the 30L-1. | burned up two matching boxes for
the Rhombic,

| bought o K'WM-2 and used it for MARS at my
home station until | refired from the US Air
Force in 1992, Mow it is a recreational radio
and my hobb}r. i

S-Line Cabinet Removal
by Steve ConradW9BDN
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Hare is an easy wy lo remove those 5-Line
cabinets without scratching the bottom of the
front trim rings. | cut o couple of small ook
wooden blocks about 1 1/2 inches high by 4
inches long ond covered the edge with adhesive
backed felt.

Place o piece of masking tape to the blocks
and stick to the front panel. Place the cabinet
with the blocks facing down. This keeps any
weight off the bottom of the frim rings and
greatly reduces any chance of scratching the
bottom of the trim ring. ~mie=
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