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By Tom Boza, NE7X

WABMSH ot operafing position #1 of ABBAZ
with Collins 325-3 and 755-3 *5-lina",

Introduction

During the Vietnam conflict there were no
individual personal cellular ar landline
telephones available for soldiers or sailers to
use for calling family members bock home.
Te address this, United States MARS [Milita
Affliate Rodic Service] stations from c:ﬁ
branches of the service, Army, Navy, Marines,
and Air Force, were deployed throughout
Vietnam. The MARS systern offered soldiers
and sailors a way to personally communicate
with loved ones back home via the use of a
"phone-patch” telephone connection owver
short-wove rodio. MARS stations allowed
each soldier a free 5-minute personal radic
re|aphcna call home to the United States, In
just about all cases, MARS was the only way
soldiers could coll heme, In ether werds,
"MARS was the soldiers’ Telephone
Company.”

The ?th Signal Battalion supplied all trpes
of communications for the 9th Infantry
Division, which included micrawove, dota/
computer, sotellite, radio teletype, crypto,
two-way radic communications between the
foot-soldier in the bush and base comp, in-
country military felephone, and MARS.
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The %th Infaniry Division had two base-
camp radio station locations, plus o reaming
mohile unit. The two fixed MARS locations
wera atthe 9th Infaniry Division Headguarters,
Camp Beareat, just north of Saigon, and
Camp Dong Tam, just outside the City of My
The, approximately 41 miles south of Saigon
along the My Tho River,

The Bearcot MARS radic callsign was
ABBAL and the station was housed in the 9th
Signal Battalion area of the compound. The
Dong Tam MARS callsign wos ABBAZ, and it
was housed in the US Novy area of the
compound where armored US MNovy MRF
[Mobile Riverine Force) gunboats were
repaired

The MARS mobile unit traveled around
the 9th Infantry Division theatre of operation.
This mobile MARS unit provided the capability
foe]ephone calls hame for the soldiers located
in the smaller front-line figld and artillery fire
support bases
My Story

| graduated from high school in the spring
of 1967 and then joined the United States
Army. Litle did | understand that by joining
the army | would be going to a wor in
Southeast Asia.

Adter finishing basic training boot camp ot
Ft. Knax, Kentucky, lwentta Ft. Ord, Califarnia
and attended basic radic operater training
[05620). | then attended advance rodia
teletype troining (05C20) at Fr. Gordon,
Georgia, after which | was shipped out to
Vietnam.

| arrived in Vietnam in October 1967 ot
the Tan Son Nhut airfisld outside of Saigon
and was assigned fo the Sth Infantry Division
at Bearcat, Aker | arvived at Beareat, | was
p|dcad inta an infantr:,r replacement p|dtcon
waiting for a final unit assignment. During
this time | went out on obout five RECOMN
night patrols carrying & PRC-25 hve-way FM
radio transceiver on my back. | was the lucky
one wha gotto carry the 20-pound radio plus
all my ather gear and M18, since my MOS
was “Signal Corps.”

| didn‘t see any real cambat during this
time. However, we did get shot at once by a
sniper near a Buddhist temple, which scarsd
the heck out of all us newbess. We also
discovered multiple booky-fraps during twa
of the patrals, one of which was a trip-wire

tied between two rubber trees going across
the path along which we were walking. The
sergeant we were with spotted and defused it
before anyone gof hurt.

Then after about two weeks of being in
country | came across a MARS stafion on my
way fo the PX. | decided o stop in and send
my folks o MARS gram (rodic telegram)
infarming them that | had arrived and all was
well. | filled out the MARS gram, addressing
it to my Father. | included his amateur radie
callsign, WABPYN, and then | signed the
message "Your son Tom, WABNSH." |
handed the message to the Master Sergeant
behind the desk and he began to proof read
it. He said to me, "Oh, | see you're an
amateur radio operater,” and | replied, "Yes."
| told the Master Sergeant that | was a
General class amateur rodio operatar ond
my MOS was 05C20 (Private First Class
Rodic Teletype Operator]. | also told the
Master Sergeant that | was new in courtry
and | was awaiting my final unit assignment,
He said the MARS station was one radie
operator short and wanted te know iF 1 would
like to be assigned fo the MARS station
running radio phone calls state-side for the
traops. | said yes, and two days later | was
transferred full time fo the Sth Signal Battalion
YA" Company MARS station at Bearcat, After
spending two months ot ABSAL Bearcat, |
was transferred to ABBAZ Dong Tam, where
my real Vietnam adventure begun.

ABBAZ

The 9th Infantry Division exponded its
theater of operotions south of Saigon in
1946, A second main base camp called
Dong Tam was built in partnership with the
U5 Mavy Mobile Riverine Force. A second
MARS callsign, ABBAZ, was assigned for this
new location,

Looking for @ new home to house the
ABSAZ MARS station, there was no facility
ovailable on the army side of Dong Tam, sa
the S Mavy allowed ABBAT to be housed in
the frant half of the US Navy river boat radio
communications cenfer. In daing so, the US
Army MARS unit waos assigned to the
US.M.SAL (UL S, Navy Support Activity), so
in @ sense, the army operators were now in
the navy.

Becouse the army MARS was now attached
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